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often;  and  all  about  the  two Williams.    What is Shelley
writing ?

Shelley, when this letter arrived, was writing
The Revolt of Islam. To this poem, in spite
of duns, sponges, and law's delays, his thoughts
and time were consecrated during his first six
months at Marlow; in spite, too, of his constant
succession of"guests; but society with him was
not always a hindrance to poetic creation or
intellectual work. Indeed, a congenial presence
afforded him a kind of relief, a half-unconscious
stimulus which yet was no serious interruption to
thought, for it was powerless to recall him from
his abstraction.

Mary's life at Marlow was very different from
what it had been at Bishopsgate and Bath. Her
duties as house-mistress and hostess as well as
Shelley's companion and helpmeet left her not
much time for reverie. But her regular habits of
study and writing stood her in good stead.
Frankenstein was completed and corrected before
the end of May. It was offered to Murray, who,
however, declined it, and was eventually pub-
lished by Lackington.

The negotiations with publishers calling her
up to town, she paid a visit to Skinner Street.
Shelley accompanied her, but was obliged to
return to Marlow almost immediately, and as
Mrs. Godwin also appears to have been absent,